
EXPLORER & TELEVISION PRESENTER AWARDED 
STEFANSSON MEDAL  

TORONTO, Canada – Canadian explorer George Kourounis has been awarded the 
Canadian Chapter of The Explorers Club’s highest honour, the Stefansson Medal.  

The award is given to honour “outstanding contributions to the cause of exploration 
and/or field sciences in Canada or internationally”. This year’s award was given to 
Kourounis “for outstanding contributions to science and to public education by 
documenting extreme environments through filmmaking”. 

Kourounis, best known for his work on the television series “AngryPlanet” specializes in 
documenting extreme forces of nature and natural disasters worldwide. His explorations 
have taken him to Antarctica, Peru, Tornado Alley in the US, Mali, Greenland, Tonga, 
Venezuela, the Canadian Arctic, Uzbekistan, India, Congo, Indonesia, and many other 
locations. He has filmed in the middle of 18 hurricanes including Sandy & Katrina, and in 
2013, filmed the largest tornado ever recorded: 4.2 km wide (2.6 miles). 

Recently, George was part of a team that ventured deep into the nearly impenetrable 
Tsingy limestone forest in Madagascar. The expedition discovered and mapped a new 
cave system, cultural artefacts, and dinosaur tracks. (Explorers Club Flag Expedition flag 
#112). 

In August 2014, George descended down to the bottom of the Marum volcanic crater on 
the remote island of Ambrym in Vanuatu. The dramatic images and video from that 
expedition were seen by millions of people and caught the attention of the worldwide 
press. 

Last year, George led a National Geographic expedition to become the first person to 
ever descend to the bottom of the Darvaza flaming natural gas crater in the 
Turkmenistan desert. The goal was to search for (and found) previously unknown 
extremophile bacteria in the hot, methane-rich environment. (Explorers Club Flag 
Expedition flag #150). 

Since 2006 “Angry Planet” has filmed in over 40 countries on all seven continents, 
showcasing the most remote places, extreme weather, and dangerous forces of nature. 
The effects of human population and climate change are featured prominently in the 
series as well. The show’s producer/director, Peter Rowe, was also honoured with a 
Stefansson Medal at the same ceremony. 

“This is a tremendous honour that I hope to someday be deserving of,” said Kourounis, a 
fellow International of The Explorers Club. “ Even though there are no new continents 
left to discover, there is still so much opportunity for exploration out there. I go to places 
where the world is undergoing extreme transition, such as an erupting volcano or a 
hurricane, making landfall or a tornado touching down. Those places, at that moment in 
time are so unique. My purpose is to capture those moments and share what I’ve 
documented with the world.” 

 



The Stefansson Medal was awarded to George Kourounis at a ceremony in Toronto 
Feb. 13, 2015.  

 

FURTHER INFORMATION:  

George Kourounis 

Tel: 416-258-8432 
Email: george@stormchaser.ca  
Website: http://www.furiousearth.com 

 

PHOTOS:  

 

   



BACKGROUND:  

George Kourounis 

George Kourounis is an explorer who specializes in documenting extremes of nature 
including: severe weather like hurricanes & tornadoes, natural disasters, volcanic 
eruptions and environmental catastrophes. His efforts have taken him to over 50 
countries on all seven continents in the pursuit of the most fearsome forces while also 
capturing on camera, the effects of climate change. 
 
George is frequently seen worldwide in numerous television programs on Discovery 
Channel, The Weather Channel, History, CNN, BBC, National Geographic Television, 
and his own television show, Angry Planet, which has been broadcast in over 100 
countries on the Outdoor Life Network, The Weather Network, and Pivot TV. 
 
He is an in-demand public speaker, having engaged with audiences all over the world, 
including four TEDx talks, schools, museums, and leadership events. 
 
In addition to being a fellow of the Explorers Club, George is also a fellow of the Royal 
Canadian Geographical Society, and was nominated for 2 Gemini Awards for his work 
on Angry Planet. The TV series is still in production, and is currently filming in locations 
around the globe. 
 

The Explorers Club is an international multidisciplinary professional society dedicated 
to the advancement of field research and the ideal that it is vital to preserve the instinct 
to explore. Since its inception in 1904, the Club has served as a meeting point and 
unifying force for explorers and scientists worldwide.  

Founded in New York City in 1904, The Explorers Club promotes the scientific 
exploration of land, sea, air, and space by supporting research and education in the 
physical, natural and biological sciences. The Club's members have been responsible 
for an illustrious series of famous firsts: First to the North Pole, first to the South Pole, 
first to the summit of Mount Everest, first to the deepest point in the ocean, first to the 
surface of the moon—all accomplished by its members.  

The Explorers Club: http://www.explorers.org 
The Explorers Club, Canadian Chapter: http://www.explorersclub.ca  

 

     



 

Angry Planet is produced by Cineflix and Pinewood Films/Peter Rowe Productions 


